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�An object which has
supernatural  potency,
of ten because of  i ts
association with a spiritual
being .... The simplest type
of fetish might be a stone
over which a native tripped
and felt awe at its power.
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If the definition of
Ancester Worship is strictly
narrowed, we have in
Manipur, among the Meitheis
only, the form of ancestor
worship which is practised by
all Hindus...
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�The worship of the clan
which, seven in number, com-
pose the Meithei nation or con-
federacy, clearly consists in
the adoration and propitatiation
of the eponymous ancestors
of the clan. The name of the
tribal Deities is given as Luang
pokpa, or ancestors of the
Luangs, Khuman pokpa, an-
cestors of the Khumans, ap-
parent exceptions to this be-
ing the tribal Deities of the
Ningthaja and Angom clans,
which are called Nongpok
Ningthou, or the king of East,
alias pakhangba, whom we
know from other sources to be
the reputed ancestor of the
clan in question (the
Ningthaja), and Purairombas.
The aliases of the other tribal
Deities are Poiraiton, for the
Luangs; Khamdingou, for the
Khabananbas, Thangaren for
the Khumans, Thangaren for
the Khumans, and
Nungaoyumthangba, for the
Chenglies.
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�Van Gennep gave this
name, in 1909, to the
ceremonials surrounding the
arrival of key periods, such as
birth, puberty, marriage, and
death. he suggested a tripartie
classification; rites which
seperate a person from
previous associations, rites
which prepare for a marginal
period, and rites of aggregation
which incorporate him in his
new existance. Rites of
passege develop an emotional
state which facilitates bridging
the gap between old and new.
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