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Religion is derived from
the Latin religio the ultimate
origins of which are obscur.
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According to the
Philologist Max Muller in the
19th Century, the root of the
English word, "religion", the
Latin religio, was originally
used to mean only reverence
for God or the Gods, careful
pondering of divine things,
piety.
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Religion is a set of beliefs,
symbols and practices, which
is based on the idea of the
sacred, and which units
believers into a socio-religions
community.
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Generally, an offer-
repeated pattern of behaviour

which is performed at the
appropiate times, and which
may involve the use of
symbols. Religion is one of the
main social field in which
rituals operate, but the scope
of ritual extends into secular
and everyday life as well".
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i) Critical Rituals
ii) Cyclical Rituals
iii) Calendrical Rituals.
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� The first evidence of
man's spiritual life appears
some 50,000 years ago at the
Neanderthal stage of human
evolution, during the last cold
phase of the ice age."
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supernatural potency, often
because of its association with
a spiritual being .... The simplest
type of fetish might be a stone
over which a native tripped and
felt awe at its power.
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If the definition of Ancester
Worship is strictly narrowed,
we have in Manipur, among
the Meitheis only, the form of
ancestor worship which is
practised by all Hindus...
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� The worship of the clan
which, seven in number, com-
pose the Meithei nation or con-
federacy, clearly consists in the
adoration and propitatiation of
the eponymous ancestors of the
clan. The name of the tribal Dei-
ties is given as Luang pokpa, or
ancestors of the Luangs,
Khuman pokpa, ancestors of the
Khumans, apparent exceptions
to this being the tribal Deities of
the Ningthaja and Angom clans,
which are called Nongpok
Ningthou, or the king of East,
alias pakhangba, whom we know
from other sources to be the re-
puted ancestor of the clan in
question (the Ningthaja), and
Purairombas. The aliases of the
other tribal Deities are Poiraiton,
for the Luangs; Khamdingou, for
the Khabananbas, Thangaren
for the Khumans, Thangaren for
the Khumans, and
Nungaoyumthangba, for the
Chenglies.
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