4 oo =TS o

XN d1LdS

Imphal, Saturday November 18, 2017
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"Sport was easy in peacetime
Imphal. First of al came Manipur
‘Hockey on Horseback' , otherwise
knownasPolo."
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6. Arthur Brownlow of Hailakandi

7. Earnest Echardt of Silkuri

8. W. Walkar, Bograhat

9. C Sewart, Uru Urruna Bund
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"It will be remembered that

Manipuries in considerable numbers
had emigrated to Cachar during the
Burmeseinvasions. Therethey intro-
duced Polo and the Engllish tea plant-
ers of the districts, learnt the game
fromtheManipuries.
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‘... the first Europeans known to
play the game were some British tea
planters in Assam, who had learned
the game in nearby Manipur and
formed the first European Polo Club
in 1859 a Silchar. The Calcutta Polo
wasformed in the early 1860s"
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Thesetwo (Lieutenant Joe Sherere
and Captain Rober Stewart) with the
local planters decided to play
condjugationwiththeManipuries, Ac-
cordingly in March of the same year
*1859) amestingwasheld at Stewart's
bunglow and there was formed the
Silcher polo club which hasbeen run-
ning ever since. At thismeeting asthe
first membersof theclub. Thefollow-
ing were the members of the club.

1. Captain Robert Stewart, D.C.
Sicher

2. Lieutenat Gow Sherer, AD.C.,
Sicher

3. Gulius Sademan of ChutleBheel

4. Games Davidson of Soobung

5. Gamescdlermetty of Hailakandi
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“In 1849, a Manipur team from
Cachr was invited to Calcutta. With
their small hardy movements and sci-
entific play they easily defeated the
calcutta team inspite of the larger and
faster ponies of the latter."
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