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 "It is a small state
(Manipur) probably until
these events (Anglo-
Manipur War 1891) took
place very little known to
your Lordship. Unless in-
deed some of you may
have heard of it as the birth
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"There seems to be some
dispute as to the exact date
at which the discover was
first made, and as to the in-
dividual pioneers who
"brought the good news of
you from Ghent" and intro-
duced the game that was
destined ere long to become
the favorite sport of the En-
glishman in India. But there
can be no doubt that the pre-
cedence belongs to
Manipur. Samewhere about
1854 or a little later, English
planters in Cachar (Assam)
learned the game from
Manipuri settlers and axiles
who had carried thither from
their own valley, a European
Polo Club was formed at
Silchar in 1859, in 1862 was
brought down to Calcutta
and from there enthusiastic
officers took it up country  to
the principal cantonments of
Northern Indian as far as
Peshwar."
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