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Please Visit
Down Beauty Palour
Gents and Ladies
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Will develop 1100 islands for tourism, Nitin Gadkari says

PTI | Jun 2, 2015, 03.04 PM IST
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Road transport and highwaysminister also said apact between Indiaand Bangladeshisalso likely on transportation of goodsthrough waterways between both nationsduring the PM NarendraModi'svisit to
the country. (PTI photo)

RELATED

Seamen approach Gadkari with problemsGadkari case: CM drops pleaGadkari deposesin defamation caseGadkari directs MPT to addressworkers’ concernsCAG report being misinterpreted, saysNitin
Gadkari

NEW DELHI: PrimeMinister NarendraModi has shown keen interest in developing 1,100 islands and 300 light houses acrossthe nation to tap their huge tourism potentia inabid to bolster water infrastruc-
ture, road transport and highwaysminister Nitin Gadkari said on Tuesday.

Besides, the government will seek Parliament nod on abill for converting 101 riversinto waterways, and Rs50,000 crorewill be spent on devel oping thesein the next 2-3 years, hesaid.

"ThePrimeMinister hasasked usto includethe proposal to develop 300 light housesand 1,100 islandsin aCabinet notewe sent himin connection with devel oping waterways," Gadkari said while addressing
anational conferenceon Inland Waterwaysorganized by FICCI here.

Hesaid themove, inturn, will lead to augmentation of water infrastructurein the country, whichisset for an overhaul incoming years.
A pact between Indiaand Bangladesh isalso likely on transportation of goodsthrough waterways between both nations during the PM'svisit to the country, hesaid.
Onwaterways, hesaid, "Weintend toinvest Rs50,000 crorein the next 2-3 yearsin devel oping 101 waterwaysfor which wewill get Parliament nod in the upcoming session.

"Thegovernment isplanning to devel op these waterwaysthrough the public-private partnership (PPP) mode, which ispicking up after asiump. Bidders have shown enthusiastic responsein fiveroad projects,
including the onein which Larsen & Toubro hasbid 20 per cent below the cost,” hesaid.

Of the 101 riversto be converted into waterways, detailed project reports (DPRs) for 16 arelikely to be completed thismonth whilethosefor another 40 will beready by December 2015, theminister said.

Of theexisting fivewaterways, only three could be devel oped so far while effortsare on to devel op the other two, he said, adding that government is setting up four multimodal hubsat Varanasi, Haldia,
Sahebganj and Kolkataof the 1,620km Varanasi to Haldiastretch, and theland acquisition for the sameisat advanced stage.

Shipbuilding yardsand repair hubsin Assam, Andaman and Nicobar, and Kandlain Gujarat arealso on the anvil.



